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As it becomes more widely recognized that Ontario's Green Energy Act contains the 
spores of an operational, constitutional, economic and administrative disaster for the 
province’s power system, one might be moved to question the origins of this post-
factual, illiberal intellectual rot. The conventional explanation is that Germany, Denmark, 
the U.K. and Spain, already afflicted, passed the contagion. However, there is a local 
connection deserving scrutiny. 

At an administrative law conference in June 2009, George Vegh of law firm McCarthy 
Tetrault, widely recognized as one of the most redoubtable energy analysts in the 
province, observed that the intellectual centre of gravity of Ontario's power 
system's market reforms following the 1997 government White Paper centred on U of 
T’s Faculty of Law and also its Department of Economics. He noted that York 
University’s Faculty of Environmental Studies (FES) is the new thought leader. 
 
Indeed, many of Ontario's leading green energy advocates are graduates or faculty of 
FES including Keith Stewart of WWF, Kris Stevens of OSEA, Deb Doncaster of the 
Ontario Community Power Fund, Jose Etcheverry on the faculty of FES and associated 
with the David Suzuki Foundation, and Mark Winfield on the faculty of FES and 
associated with the Pembina Institute. 

As a graduate of FES and a supporter of interdisciplinary studies, I have some interest 
in the standards that institution maintains. 
 
I attended a 41st anniversary event at FES held last November. Coming from an 
educational institution self-described as focused on communication, the 
communications capacities of FES appear antiquated. Conference communication was 
only available in locked PDFs. There were no provisions during the conference for 
wireless Internet access for guests. FES people with administrative experience 
indicated that there is no capacity to manage alumni contact information in-house. I 
have not been able to find any organized, efficient Internet capacity for connecting 
students, faculty and alumni research. For example, FES appears to have no presence 
on major social media sites and almost no presence on Youtube, let alone a presence 
oriented toward research. 

More importantly, in reviewing the descriptions of faculty research on the "about us" 
function of the FES web site and tracking back to many faculty web sites, I find that 
many faculty members report very few or no recent publications, let alone peer 
reviewed publications. Some faculty report no peer reviewed academic publications at 
all! Apparently, strong performance among their peers outside FES is not a criterion for 
the evaluation of faculty. 
 


